Cornet Shehwan Letter to the International Maronite Congress

Dear Sirs,

Greetings from Cornet Shehwan and best wishes for a successful congress.

Cornet Shehwan, as a gathering of different political figures and groups, was created to adopt and support the position of the church.  Its intention is to implement the national strategy that the Church sets.  Therefore, they have decided on four essential goals:

· Regain the national sovereignty, mainly through the redeployment of the Syrian forces and its total withdrawal from Lebanon according to a specific timetable.
· Work towards total national reconciliation, the return of the exiles, the release of the political prisoners, and the opening of a new chapter in the life of the Lebanese in order to renew the conviviality, a fact that contributes greatly to set up a sound political life, to solve the economic stifling crisis, and to safeguard the country.

· Protection of the active democracy based on the concept that the people are the source of power, through the assurance of the independence of the judicial system, the respect of human rights, the promulgation of a new election law that insures proper representation, in addition to safeguard the liberty of public and private individuals, and to stop the interference of security forces in every aspect.

· Renew the mission of Lebanon in the region and the world as a model in co-existence, especially after what happened after September 11, 2001.

1.  Return of National Sovereignty
The Maronite Bishops Communique of September 20, 2000 broke the fear of the Lebanese to address the issue.  To achieve this, a reevaluation of the Lebanese-Syrian relationships must be done.  Syria should be prepared to redeploy its troops as a first step toward complete withdrawal from the Lebanese territories.  Furthermore, Syria must understand that her interests and security cannot be achieved through complete control of security and politics in Lebanon, rather, through the existence of a just, sovereign Lebanon.

2. Lebanese reconciliation and Coexistence

Cornet Shehwan stresses the need for the completion of reconciliation between all Lebanese, and the return of the displaced and exiled, and the release of all political prisoners.  A new chapter must begin in Lebanon with the renewal of peaceful coexistence between all Lebanese, which will pave the way for a new political life, and a new way to deal with the economic crisis and stability of the country.

3. Safeguarding Democracy

Cornet Shehwan has been the target of many intimidation campaigns by the authorities, especially after the arrest of one of its members, Dr. Toufic Hindi, the persecution of some college students, and the recent attack on the residence of MP Mansour AL Bon.  As such, we believe that democracy is essential, and should be safeguarded through respecting human rights, independence of the judiciary, and putting in place a new election law guaranteeing free and honest representation.

4. Renewal of the Lebanese Message and Example

Especially after the terrorist attacks of September 11, which caused a worldwide state of instability, Cornet Shehwan believes that Lebanon can play an important role in bridging the gap between cultures and religions, in facilitating dialogues between various parties in the Arab world, the Islamic world and the international okra.  

Regionally, Lebanon can help in the reconciliation between Arabs themselves and between the Arabs and the present.  Lebanon, being a modern, pluralistic country, can play a role model in that regards.

Internationally, Lebanon can also play an important role.  First, the Christians of the Middle East must, through their peaceful coexistence with Muslims, educate the world and alleviate any fears they have about Islam.  Conversely, Muslims must quell any attempt bye extremist to resort to religious wars.

Dear Conferees,

Lebanese immigrants have played a principal role in the rise of a modern Lebanon.  Today, your brothers and sisters are faced with extreme challenges.  You can help by:    

1. Supporting the continuity of Lebanon as a unique entity in the Arab world

2. Supporting the return of sovereignty to the Lebanese Government

3. Supporting the resistance of the Lebanese people through:  encouraging investments, and charitable assistance in the areas of education, health and housing

4. Maintaining the ties between the emigrants and their homeland.

In the face of these challenges, we look to you, the emigrants, particularly in the United States, to work hard to support these goals, by influencing the U.S. Foreign Policy in favor of Lebanon.

